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No ID, No Newquay

11 November 2009

Only two forms of ID will be accepted in Newquay as

Police and partners tackle underage drinking

Consultation between Newquay police and partner agencies has led to the

launch of a unique Challenge 21 scheme for the town. Pubs, clubs and

retailers will ask anyone appearing to be under 21 to prove that they are

at least 18 years old but unlike other Challenge 21 schemes the only

forms of ID that will be accepted in Newquay are a current passport or

photocard driving license. Licenses may be full or provisional.

The initiative is designed to help further reduce both alcohol sales to

minors and the associated anti-social behaviour. John Higgins, father of

Paddy Higgins, one of the two fatalities on the Newquay cliffs this

summer, said that he welcomed these measures and believed that they

were a positive first step in helping the police make Newquay and

Cornwall a safer place for all holidaymakers.

Inspector Dave Meredith said: “The introduction of Challenge 21 and two

forms of Identification only is a big step forward for Newquay in the

campaign to target underage drinking and reduce alcohol related disorder.

It is an excellent example of partnership work and really shows that the

police, Cornwall Council and local licensees are stood shoulder to shoulder

in a collective effort to address the town’s problems and make peoples

lives better and safer.

“I am especially pleased to see that John Higgins is supporting this

campaign to make Newquay a safer place. John has obviously been

through a very traumatic time after the loss of his son in Newquay. It is

commendable that he has sought to support this campaign with a positive

and progressive attitude.”

Jamie Luke, Chairman of Newquay Association of Licensed Premises

(NALP), said he is pleased to support the Challenge 21 scheme: “I am

delighted that the scheme has been simplified to only accept two forms of

ID and hope this send out a clear message to locals and holidaymakers

alike. We are happy to send out a positive and coherent message to our

customers which in turn will benefit everyone in Newquay”

Challenge 21 will be adopted by all NALP premises and also supported by

Newquay’s Offwatch, which consists of all Off Licenses in the town, and by

all Newquay surf lodges licensed to sell alcohol. Some establishments plan

to extend the ID checks and introduce a Challenge 25 scheme.

Lance Kennedy, Cornwall Council Cabinet member for Stronger

Communities said: “I would like to congratulate all the licensed

businesses that have signed up to the new policy; without their support

the scheme could not work. This is another step in the right direction to

improving the situation that existed in Newquay town centre previously”.

Guy Thomas, Newquay Town Centre Manager, Cornwall Council, added:

“Cornwall Council has worked with the Police and the trade to establish

the Challenge 21 scheme and we are delighted that the trade has

supported its implementation. As part of the ongoing projects of Newquay

Safe – aimed at solving the issues faced this summer with under age

drinking – I think the Challenge 21 scheme will go a long way to helping

solve the problem”.

Now recognised throughout the UK Challenge 21 will be familiar with

young people planning to visit the town. In a recent National Pubwatch

publication the British Beer & Pub Association stated that it is the best

and most appropriate scheme for pubs and quoted research which

revealed that 91% of 18-24 year olds are aware of Challenge 21,

demonstrating the success of the scheme amongst its key target group.

Rob Hayward, Chief Executive of the BBPA remarked: “We are very

pleased Challenge 21 has achieved such an extremely high level of

awareness. The message is getting through loud and clear.”

Many establishments who have been running the scheme say that

recognition amongst the younger age group has resulted in customers

fully expecting to be asked to prove their age. This greatly simplifies

identification checks and offers greater protection to licensees, bar staff

and door staff.

Challenge 21 is being adopted in Newquay from December 1 2009 and

this winter it will be promoted in schools and colleges throughout the UK

so that young people are aware of the only two accepted forms of ID

ahead of planning any trip to Newquay this summer. Police and licensees

hope that Challenge 21, along with a raft of other safety measures, will

prove to be a major step forward in tackling alcohol related disorder in

the town.

Gill Steward, Cornwall Council Corporate Director for Communities said:

“Underage drinking is one of the many issues the Newquay Safe multi

agency team is working hard to address. I hope the new policy will act as

a good reminder that it is against the law to purchase alcohol if you are

under 18. The new policy will help to support the great efforts underway

within Newquay to control underage and therefore unsafe drinking within

the town”.

If you are under 21 or appear to be under 21 – No ID, No

Newquay.
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Notes to Editors

Inspector Meredith will be available for interview at Newquay Police

Station on 21 November. Jamie Luke (NALP) can be contacted for

comment at Hotel Victoria, Newquay.

Challenge 21 poster attached. Large scale Challenge 21 posters are

available for photograph opportunities with Inspector Meredith.
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